
Our Case Number: ABP-320164-24

An
Bora
Plean£la

Donna McCauley
4 Cluain Aedin
Carrickbrack Road
Sutton
Dublin 13
D 1 3C52X

Date: 31 October 2024

Re: DART + Coastal North Railway Order 2024 - Northern Line between Dublin CitY Centre and
Drogheda including the Howth Branch
DuE;in City Centre and Drogheda, located in counties Dublin, Meath and Louth

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleanala has received your recent letter in relation to the above mentioned case- The contents
of your letter have been noted.

More detailed information in relation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewed on the
Board's website: www.pleanala.ie.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the Board at
laps(a2pleanala.ie

Please quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737131
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Petition through change.org: https://chnq.it/82prWQXnyf set up by :

Donna McCauley
4 Cluain Aedin

Carrickbrack Road

Sutton

D13C52X

The plan to reduce the frequency and introduce a transfer to a shuttle at Howth Junction station is a direct contradiction of several

of the National Transport Authority's own heavily funded projects including:

0

0

the Green School Initiative whose aim for decades was to reduce the congestion caused by students
travelling to school by car. The changes proposed will drive an increase in children being dropped to the
school gate.
the Safe Routes to School Initiative which invested in “front of school" treatments that enhanced access to
school grounds and created a safe space for students at the front of school. The drop-off points designed at
schools will become over-whelrned and unsafe as students switch to cornmuting by car.

It also goes directly against a key recommendation made in the OECD and the Irish Climate Change Advisory Council report, '

Redesigning Ireland's Transport for Net Zero: towards systems that work for people and the planet', to "redefine the goal of the

transport system as sustainable accessibility in order to challenge ingrained mindsets and shift away from identifying high mobility,

in terms of reduced travel time, with well-being."



The students attending Sutton Park School, St Fintans Primary, and Santa Sabina at the moment only have access to a number 6

bus which is scheduled just once an hour. This bus service is prone to not turning up due to staff shortages at Dublin Bus. The only

other access to public transport is a once-a-day service, of the 102C and 102T. This is the complete public transport network

available to the students. As a result, many students take a 30 minute walk to Sutton Station, to get on the DART. Subsequent to

the proposed changes, these students would be expected to walk 30 minutes, or get the once-daily service to Sutton Station, then

get the shuttle at peak time to Howth Junction and wait on a full platform to change to a potentially full peak time DART. This will,

for sensible reasons, lead to a mindset of parents/guardians driving students to school.

This foreseeable resultant shift back to students travelling to school by private cars, will occur against the backdrop of gridlock

caused by all railway crossings in the area being closed for 30 or more minutes per hour.

I object to these changes as they represent a contradiction of the NTA's own investments and initiatives. It also goes against

government climate change initiatives and represents a degradation to public transport services in the area. Instead of reducing

DART direct services, the plans should be to increase access to public transport through increasing public bus links to the local dart

stations including:

o changing the 102 to the full 102T route with 102 existing frequency.
o increase the frequency and reliability of the number 6.

Signatures: 609



Share this petition in person or use the QR code for your own material.Download QR Code
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"The time the level crossing gates will be down is totally
unacceptable. We need a direct link to the city as howth it a
very popular destination. Howth Junction Dart station
experiences public disorder regularly with such episodes even
making national news. (That poor girl who was knocked under

2024-09-04 a dart by a group of young thugs)"FINIAN Reilly Dublin Ireland

Barry O
Farrell Ireland 2024-09-04 "Barry O Farrell"

"The Dart stations and schools will be inaccessible at peak
hours due to the traffic caused by the barrier closure. We will
all be forced to drive instead of using public transport as it will

2024-09-04 be even more unreliable."

United
Arab
Emirates

Nuala Abu
O'Donnell Dhabi

"So much of the development in the Howth / Sutton area has
been approved based on the area having direct transport links
to city centre. Now this won't be the case. Also closure of

2024-09-05 railway crossings for longer will cause increased traffic issues."
Claire
NIcholas Howth

Dublin

Ireland

Erika
Leonard Ireland 2024-09-05 "art Ii"

"This will cause more traffic disruption than there already is

today. Invest in a faster and safer level<rossing procedure
perhaps. Strongly suggest maintaining the service as it is
today and rethink a more practical and less disruptive

2024-09-05 alternative."Karl Connon Dublin Ireland

Ireland
Brenda

Morgan

"All users of every age will be inconvenienced to make
2024-09-05 transport even more time consuming and unsafe."

"As a couple in our 80s we value our direct destination
transport on the DART. It is a retrograde plan to expect us to
change trains midway with the risks that go with doing that.

2024-09-05 Muiris Heron"Muiris Heron Dublin Ireland



"I am a local and the dart service is already limited, i dont want
to have to change at howth junction as i feel unsafe there and
as a member of sutton golfclub this would be detrimental to our

2024-09-05 club"
Alexandra
Ennis Dublin Ireland

"The new dart plans for the Howth route are totally out of sync
with the requirements of the local community who will be
affected by it. In addition what message does this send to all

2024-09-05 the tourists who visit Howth, it is not a workable solution."

Kieran
Lombard Dublin Tip Ireland

"Frequency of public transport and easily accessible links are
key factors in encouraging more uptake by commuters and
reducing the use of private cars which is strongly on the
government's agenda. By closing level crossings for extended
periods congestion on roads will obviously increase and by
reducing direct services and forcing commuters to switch trains
many people will experience discomfort, personal safety issue:
and overcrowding on rush hour links. Ulltimately this proposal
will create a deterrent to the use of public transport. There is
also a serious lack of consideration for the large scale housing
developments in the areas affected by this proposal, each of
which has been granted planning permission based on their
access to direct transport to the city centre . Beggars belief do

2024-09-05 the various departments not speak to eachother ever.!!"

Jennifer
Nother

Baldoyl
e 14464 Ireland

Guy
Molyneux

"If this goes ahead, I'll be forgetting about using the Dart to get
2024-09-05 to work, back to the car for me!"Dublin

Portlaoi
se

0 Ireland

Ireland
Elaine

Macaulay 2024-09-06 "It will effect my time to get to work daily."

"These changes to the dart will mean more cars on the road,
and less people will get the dart from Howth. Its going

2024-09-06 backwards not forwards."
Susan

C)Hanlon Dublin E2 6PX Ireland

Michelle
Jackson

Pigeon Tenne
Forge ssee

"These changes are going to effect road traffic and put people
2024-09-06 off using dart - especially older people - it’s taking away a37863 US



service - the direct line should remain"

"Although living in Portmarnock and the changes would
personally benefit me most of the time, the disruptIon to
Howth, Sutton and Baldoyle would be horrendous, effecting

2024-09-06 the community such as the rugby and golf clubs."
Brian

Fitzpatrick Dublin 13 Ireland

Vanessa

Delaney
"This a service I use regularly and it's shocking what is being

2024-09-06 planned."Ireland

Ireland
Martin

Chapman
"The proposed changes will dramatically affect tourism to

2024-09-11 Howth and will deter visitors."Dublin 6 gu 9 odd


